Highland Environment Forum  newsletter  14 October 2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum Members,

The partners in Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels hope that you'll be seeing red over the next few days and letting them know about it. The Saving Scotland's Red Squirrel  survey is open until 16 October, but you can submit sightings year round too.
Consultations
· Scottish Government: 'Land Reform in a Net Zero Nation'. Closes 30 October
· Scottish Government: Agriculture Bill: Closes 21 November 

· Scottish Government: The future of National Parks in Scotland. Closes 30 November
News
· Big Butterfly Count: Sightings worryingly low, say UK conservationists 

· Land Commission launches new programme of free 'Land and Lunch' webinars
Podcast
· The Pollution Experience: Episode 9 - Dr Neil James, Environmental Research Institute speaks to Dr Joan D'Arcy & Dr Julien Moreau, Plastic@Bay 
Blog
· Becky Wilson talks about the time spent in the summer maintaining paths with volunteers in the Cairngorms.
· Seeing the Bog Through the Trees, Scotland's Nature 

· Support farmers in the transition to sustainable farming - Andrew Stark, RSPB
Video
· GWCT Webinar on Soil Carbon with Professor David Powlson
· Northwoods: Why Rewild?
Award
· Nominations open for Lantra Alba Awards. Closing date 9 December
Research
· Insect-slapping flower stamens maximise pollination
· Seaweed-based battery powers confidence in sustainable energy storage
· Just a tiny amount of oil damages seabirds’ feathers 

· Time spent in blue spaces benefits children in later life, says study
Jobs 

· RSPB, Senior Site Manager - Forsinard Flows Reserve. Closing date 19 Oct 

· Scotland: The Big Picture, Digital Communications Officer. (0.6 fte). Closing date 21 Oct 

· Moray Firth Coastal Partnership, Marine Conservation Coordinator for the Moray and north Aberdeenshire area. 6 month contract. Closing date 21 Oct. 
· KSB, Campaigns Officer (Cup Movement ® in the Highlands). Contract to 23 Sept 2023. Closing date 23 Oct
· Project Manager, Future Woodlands Fund. Closing date 24 Oct 

· Species on the Edge posts across Scotland. 4 year contracts. Closing date 24 Oct 

· JNCC, Science and Evidence Liaison Officer. Closing date 26 Oct 

· RSPB, Senior Conservation Scientist - Monitoring Science. Closing date 28 Oct 

· JNCC, Chief Scientist (Aberdeen). Closing date 30 Oct 

· RSPB, Warden - Insh Marshes. Closing date 1 Nov
· RSPB, Head of Land Acquisition and Estate Management Programme. Closing date 6th Nov 

· JNCC, Marine Team Leaders x2 (Aberdeen). Closing date 6 Nov 

· A number of posts with NatureScot
Events
October
· 18 Oct, 10.00 - 12.00 Cycle to Health at Velocity,  Lets Get Cycling - Cycling confidence & skills taster session  - Greyfriars Church car park, Inverness. Sessions are free and Cycle to Health can lend bikes and helmets. 
· 19 October @19/30: Badgers. an online presentation by expert Roger Cottis, to start the new Skye and Lochalsh badgers group. Email Elaine Rainey @ elaine@scottishbadgers.org.uk for the zoom link 

· 26 Oct @ 09.30 - 16.30 Armadale Nature Day with Dan Puplett, Armadale Castle, Skye 

· 26 October @ 19.30 in Nairn Community Centre Wildlife Watching and the Nairn Naturalists Club, Stephen Wiseman 

· 26 Oct @ 19.00 in Dingwall Academy River Peffery Re-Meandering Story and Riverwoods Film Screening  

· 27 October @ 19.30 Scotland's Rainforest (with particular reference to Skye), Julie Stoneman, Plantlife Scotland for Sleat Environment Group. Book at environment@sleat.org.uk and see attached poster 

· 28 - 30 Oct Take one Action films, Eden Court, Inverness 

· 31st October from 12 -2pm and for 5 consecutive weeks Cycle to Health at Velocity, .Learn to ride a bike course  - For adults who want to learn to ride a bike. Meet at at Greyfriars Church car park, Inverness. Sessions are free and Cycle to Health can lend bikes and helmets. 
-----
High Life Highland Ranger events 

· 19 Oct @ 10.00 Fungi Foray at Ledmore and Migdale  Find out more and book with marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 19 Oct @ 15.30 Wild Plants and their Uses, Autumn Walk, Ullapool   Find out more and book with  jenny.grant@highlifehighland.com, 01854 61352 

· 19 Oct @ 15.30 The Slochd Shielings Find out more and book with john.orr@highlifehighland.com 07771370959 

· 21 Oct @ 11.00 Druim an Aird Circular Walk, Badenoch and Strathspey Find out more and book with saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 26 Oct @ 11.00 A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian. Find out more and book with eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com 

· 25 Oct @ 13.00 Fungi Foray at Loch Fleet. Find out more and book with  marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 27 Oct @ 11.00 Lily Loch Walk, Muir of Ord Find out more and book with marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 28 Oct @11.00 Healthy Minds Group, Badenoch and Strathspey  Find out more and book with saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222
All High Life Ranger events can be seen here
-----
November
· Tuesday the 1st of November from 10-12.30 and for 5 consecutive weeks. Cycle to Health at Velocity, Road cycling skills course - For adults looking to build up their confidence and skills to cycle on the road.  Meet at Greyfriars Church car park. Sessions are free and Cycle to Health can lend bikes and helmets.. 
· 9 Nov @ 10.00 - 14.30. Lantra VirtRural Careers 

· 17 Nov @ 10.00 - 13.30 Black Isle Brewery, gardening course: Laying the ground for next year: how to make no-dig beds,  compost; pruning and cropping plans. 

· 23 Nov @ 19.30 in Nairn Community Centre Highland Bats, Katy Martin

With regards,
Caroline.
Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
